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casa fa]etat` 1
faceted house 1

O palm` de gr`din` [i un petec de cer \n
desul ]esut londonian sunt valorificate
optim. Ceea ce ar fi putut s` fie o banal`
extindere a unei «maison de ville», printr-o
buc`t`rie \nghesuit` \ntre limite separative
apropiate devine, prin chibzuita iscusin]` a
arhitec]ilor, o m`iastr` demonstra]ie a mod-
ului de ob]inere a fluen]ei spa]iale tridimen-
sionale. «IN» [i «OUT» \n curtea-buc`t`rie
sau \n buc`t`ria-curte din Hammersmith
frizeaz` subtilitatea unei gr`dini japoneze.
A palm of garden and a patch of sky in the
dense London tissue are optimally exploited.
What could have been a trivial extension of a
«maison de ville», through a crowded kitchen
between close separating limits, is, by the
deliberate ingenuity of the architects, a mas-
terly demonstration of how to obtain a
three-dimensional spatial fluency. «IN» and
«OUT» in the yard-kitchen or kitchen-garden
from Hammersmith verges the subtlety of a
Japanese garden. (M.P.)
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La baza proiectului s-a aflat inten]ia de a remodela [i extinde o cas` cu dou` etaje [i dou` dormitoare, aflat`
\ntr-o stare avansat` de degradare [i care necesita lucr`ri serioase de reamenajare [i modernizare. clientul a
solicitat un proiect contemporan [i func]ional [i [i-a exprimat dorin]a de a putea percepe gr`dina ca pe o
continuare a spa]iului domestic, [i nu ca pe un spa]iu «exterior». Paul McAneary Architects a dat curs aces-
tei inten]ii prin demolarea anexei d`r`p`nate aflate \n spatele casei, care data din 1980. Noua dependin]`
se caracterizeaz` prin puritatea [i definirea clar` a liniilor, care respect` structura existent` [i \mprumut`
acestei case o estetic` uniform` unic`. Fa]ada sculptural` este surprinz`toare din punct de vedere vizual,
dar [i elegant`. Paul McAneary Architects a reconfigurat [i extins spa]iul existent, prin proiectarea unui
imens plan deschis: conceptul aflat la baza \ntregului proiect este o r`sucire de 30° care permite supra-
punerea fizic` [i perceptiv` dintre spa]iul interior [i cel exterior, dintre gr`din` [i pragul buc`t`riei – astfel
\ncåt, atunci cånd te afli la chiuvet`, sim]i efectiv gr`dina care se \ntinde \n spatele t`u. Aceast` idee con-
ceptual` este evident` \n detaliile fa]adei fa]etate cu pl`ci de zinc [i \n platforma exterioar` delicat articu-
lat`, cu marginile decupate spre interior \ntr-un unghi discret. Gr`dina devine un ingredient vital al spa]iului
locativ. 
clientul a solicitat o locuin]` ordonat` [i practic`. PMA a r`spuns acestei solicit`ri prin proiectarea unui
perete de depozitare; o solu]ie simpl` [i multifunc]ional`, alc`tuit` din panouri economice Ikea la interior [i
din u[i l`cuite cu lac de \nalt` calitate, f`r` måner, la exterior. S-a proiectat un dulap ascuns \n cel`lalt cap`t
al buc`t`riei, unde sunt depozitate pr`jitorul de påine, ibricul [i restul ustensilelor de buc`t`rie, \n acela[i
mod \n care solu]iile pentru baie [i dulapul utilitar ascund aceste func]ii ocazionale. tehnologia a fost
ascuns` \n limita posibilului pentru o mai bun` integrare a tuturor cerin]elor, astfel \ncåt spa]iul s` r`mån`
cåt mai calm, mai ordonat [i mai contemplativ cu putin]`.
Lumina invadeaz` casa prin sec]iuni foarte fine, cum ar fi cele ale u[ilor glisante, sau prin uria[ul panou fix
autoportant al fa]adei care se retrage spre interiorul cl`dirii formånd un acoperi[ autoportant pliat. rezult`
un «balet de lumini», pe m`sur` ce razele soarelui p`trund \n cas` [i se prind \ntr-un dans care se \ntinde pe
tot parcursul zilei, sfår[indu-se abia atunci cånd plan[eul [i tavanul, vopsite \n culori blånde, alung` lumina
\n cel`lalt cap`t al casei.
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The project’s brief was to remodel and extend the three bedroom two storey house that was in a decrepit

state and in need of considerable refurbishment and modernisation. The client asked for a contemporary

design and functionality and he also expressed the desire to be able to perceive the garden as a continua-

tion of the domestic space rather than «the outdoor». Paul McAneary Architects responded to the brief by

demolishing the existing 1980’s rear extension to the property that was crumbling and dilapidated. The

new extension is added by a clean and clearly defined line to the rear that respects its heritage and gives

this house a unique, uniform aesthetic. The sculptural façade is visually striking and elegant at the same

time. Paul McAneary Architects reconfigured and expanded the existing space by designing a huge open-

plan: the concept driving the whole design is a 30° twist that allows physical and perceptive overlapping

between the indoor and the outdoor spaces, between the garden and kitchen thresholds – so whilst at the

sink you feel the garden is actually behind you. This conceptual idea is manifest in the details of the

faceted zinc facade and the floating external deck, being cut back to a fine angled edge. The garden

becomes a vital ingredient of the living space. 

The client requested a clutter-free and practical house. PMA responded with their designed concept stor-

age wall; a simple multi-purpose solution made of economical Ikea carcasses for the interior, and high

quality lacquered handleless doors for the outer surface. They designed a concealed cupboard at the end

of the kitchen bench top which carefully hides the toaster, kettle and all the other kitchen clutter in the

same way that the WC and utility cupboard design solutions hide away these occasional functions.

Technology is also hidden as much as possible, to fully integrate all requirements so as the space could

remain as calm, uncluttered and contemplative as possible.

Light floods into the house via the finest possible sections, making up the sliding doors, combined with the

large fixed frameless panel of the facade that folds back into the depth of the building with a frameless

folded roof panel. A «ballet of light» is the result, as the light casts a sharp beam into the depth of the

house which dances through the space during the hours of daylight extenuated by the light colored floor

and ceiling which bounce the light to the other end of the house.
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